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My Impressions of Ariake Kosen and Its Students
ST L—>- 25—

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to write this brief account of
my five years teaching at Ariake National College of Technology, and my [
impressions of the school and its students.

One of the things that has continually impressed me about Ariake Kosen
has been the fairly free and open atmosphere in which students can study.
There are rules and limits, which I believe are necessary for students, but
they are not overbearing, so the students can foster their own individuality
and mature socially. This is quite contrary to other high schools in Omuta
City where the main emphasis is on passing the University Entrance Exam and [if
all energy is spent for that purpose. Therefore, I find this open atmosphere
and respect for the individual at Ariake Kosen somewhat similar to an
American High School.

The calibre of students who enter Kosen is very high. However, many of the students drift and lose their
way during the three years of high school. This is unfortunate. If the students would heed the words from the
popular song “If We Hold on Together, ” then they could achieve the success which this school can prepare
them for. Here are the words:

“Don’t lose your way, with each passing day,
You've come so far, don’t throw it away,
Live, believing, dreams are for weaving,
Hold to the truth in your heart.”

Finally, it is often said that Japanese students lack the ability to think creatively. However, in my English
Conversation class, most of my tests are oral, and during those tests the students use their own ideas and imagi-
nation to create a basic story within a controlled theme. Given the chance, my students have shown me that they
can perform some very creative and imaginative skits in English! I'm glad that I am able to give them the oppor-
tunity to do this, and hope that my class can be a stimulus for them to continue using English in the future.
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