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The Periodic Table by Primo Levi
—m&#5# Richard Grumbine

: This book is both an adventure in chemistry and an autobloolaphy by an
) Italian Jew who lived through the holocaust. Primo Levi is a very gifted
“Q\

writer who tells his often very personal story through the periodic table. The

writing style is easy to follow in its English translation and reveals much
about human nature and chemistry. Given that the English translation is highly enjoyable I
suspect the Japanese translation would be very satisfying too. The account is both highly personal
and highly scientific. It is easily accessible and will appeal to a wide variety of readers. It is
written is the form of 21 short stories each related to an element of the periodic table. Each story
stands on its own and can be read in a single sitting but together they flow chronologically and
leave the reader feeling as if they truly know the writer in a very personal manner. The book is
easy enough to read on the train but heavy enough to engage your mind long after the last train
has stopped. I recommend it to all of our students as it makes the connection between our studies
and life in the real world very clear. It also stands out as an example of excellent writing and
makes for a very engaging read. Chemistry students in particular should be sure to read this book
as it will both inspire them and help solidify the meaning of their studies.

English translation copy write 1984 by Schocken Books Inc.
ISBN 0-8052-1041-5
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